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Register to vote for
February 6, 2007
special election

School bond includes science classroom upgrades
In any given seventh- or eighth-grade
science classroom across the district,
students can be found building their own
pond ecosystems, conducting experi-
ments to rate the power of an earthquake,
or doing other hands-on learning.

The February 6, 2007 bond package
before voters includes funds to modernize
or rebuild junior high school science
classrooms to support the district’s
science curriculum.

The deadline to register by mail to vote
in the February 6, 2007 special election
is Saturday, January 6. All registrations
must be postmarked by this date.

New voters in Washington who miss
the mail-in deadline can register in
person through January 22 at the Pierce
County Election Department, 2401
South 35th Street, Room 200, Tacoma.
These applicants may vote by absentee
ballot only for the next election.

To register to vote in Pierce County,
applicants must be at least 18 years old
by the date of the next election, be a
United States citizen and a Pierce
County resident, and not presently have
civil rights denied as a result of a
felony conviction. Voter registration
forms are available at each of the
Puyallup School District’s 31 schools
and the district office. Forms may also
be accessed on the Internet at
www.co.pierce.wa.us/auditor.

For more information about the
Puyallup School District’s proposed
2007 school bond, see pages 4 and 5.

continued on page 5

Puyallup High math teacher Angela Reed helps
tenth grader Justine Ganyon with geometry.

Puyallup School District’s Class of 2008 has edged
closer to its goal of having all students meet standard
in reading, writing, and math on the Washington
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL).

Results from the August retakes show that an addi-
tional 111 students have passed all three sections of
the test. State law requires that high
school students, beginning with this
year’s junior class, meet WASL
standards in the three core academic
subjects to be eligible to graduate.

More than half of the 1,700-plus
eleventh graders at Emerald Ridge,
Puyallup, Rogers, and Walker high
schools have now passed all three
sections of the test.

“These students can now focus on the rest of their
educational careers and plans beyond high school
without worrying about having to take the WASL

again,” said Bob Silverman, executive director of
assessment and accountability. “I’m pleased for the
students and their families.”
 
Students in the Class of 2008 have a total of five
chances, including the first time they took the test as a
tenth grader, to take and pass the WASL before the end

of their senior year. The next opportunity
is spring 2007. Students need to register
for the spring WASL between January 9
and February 9.
  
Since the retake results were released in
October, educators have been analyzing
the scores and paying especially close
attention to how students who attended
summer school did on the test.

The district offered its largest summer school program
ever, including classes funded by the state Legislature
to specifically help students prepare for the WASL

Rudy Fyles, executive director of
facilities, said the new Glacier View
Junior High School and the Kalles and
Aylen junior high replacement buildings
will be built with up-to-date science
classrooms. The level of work to be done
at existing junior high schools will
depend on the number of students at the
school and the age of the facility.

Newer schools, such as Edgemont and
Ballou junior high schools, will need
remodel work, while older and more
crowded junior highs schools, such as
Stahl and Ferrucci, will need extensive
work to bring science classrooms up to
the level that supports the abundance of
hands-on learning that takes place in
science, Fyles said.

Hands-on activities are prevalent in the
district’s seventh- and eighth-grade
science curriculum, which was adopted
several years ago. According to Andrew

Schwebke, director of student learning,
the curriculum is a research-based model.
“The new science curriculum emphasizes
hands-on experiences for students to
learn about science,” he said.

Carol Begert, a science instructional
coach based out of Ballou Junior High
School, said the new curriculum focuses
on activity. “Rather than just talking
about science, the students are actually
doing science. We are changing the way
we ask students to learn and teachers to
teach. We need a new physical environ-

ment to support that shift in learning.”

Having students participate in the science
lessons has maxed out lab space in many
schools, Begert said. Teachers have been
forced to complete some lessons in
hallways or go outside to get the proper
space needed, she said.

Michael Hagmann, an eighth-grade
science teacher at Ferrucci Junior High
School, has a science classroom in which

Students may register to
retake the WASL between
January 9 and February 9.
The next test will be given
in spring 2007. To register
online, visit ww.k12.wa.us/
waslregistration.

continued on page 10

More students meet WASL standards

Stahl Junior High School students (from left) Dustin Young, Cody
Choe, and Luis Olmeda learn about the properties of different
chemicals during science class.
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and purpose is to provide the board and
district staff a venue to inform
community members about programs,
goals, and activities of public
education in the Puyallup School
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of communications and executive
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Board Member’s Message

In my October message, I described the
many ways our principals, teachers, and
support staff are keenly focused and
working very hard to help our students
increase their academic skills. In Puyallup,
where increased student enrollment
growth is expected on an annual basis, the
challenging task of educating our students
in crowded schools and classrooms is
problematic. We cannot build and renovate
schools fast enough to keep pace with our
enrollment growth.

On October 9, the Puyallup School
District Board of Directors passed a
resolution to submit a bond measure to
voters on February 6, 2007. This bond
will fund the next phase of our plans for
new school construction and renovation
projects throughout the district.

Our challenges are threefold: First, it is
incumbent for the board of directors and
me, as your superintendent, to inform this
community that there is nothing more
fundamental and important for student
success than having the appropriate
classroom space for our students and staff.
Second, it is also necessary that the district
clearly communicate to the community the
specific facility needs for our students
today and in the future. Lastly, voters have
the right to decide to approve or reject this
bond measure. I respect the rights of
voters to choose the direction of this great
school district. However, in 2001 when
voters rejected a bond measure to build
new elementary schools, the election’s

outcome led to some public criticism and
disagreement over options such as
increasing class size and housing elemen-
tary students in portable classrooms on the
Emerald Ridge High School campus. This
district is attempting to stay ahead of the
student population curve by clearly
informing the community today of our
facility needs tomorrow.

While population growth is a healthy
economic sign for a community, it
generates other challenges for schools.
Our response to this growth, at the rate of
between 275 and 350 students per year,
includes the development of a plan that
provides the best educational environ-
ments and learning experiences for our
students. If approved by voters, bond
projects include the construction of a new
elementary school in the southwest area of
the district on South Hill, and three
replacement buildings for aging and
overcrowded elementary schools —
Firgrove, Northwood, and Spinning. At
Puyallup High School, a second and third
floor would be added to a new classroom

wing, and at Emerald Ridge, a 400-student
classroom addition would be constructed.

We will also build new and renovate
existing junior high science classrooms
— an important factor in supporting our
new junior high science curriculum
adopted to help students improve their
performance in science. The bond will
also provide upgraded classroom instruc-
tional technology systems.

If approved by voters, bond funds will also
pay for needed repairs to buildings through-
out the district to increase facility access for
persons with disabilities; make turf, track,
scoreboard, and public address sound system
improvements at Sparks Stadium; add new
emergency storage buildings and related
safety equipment to all schools districtwide;
and install reader boards, as well as new
playground equipment or other field improve-
ments to promote wellness and daily exercise.

Student achievement is our highest
priority, and our children deserve our
support in their learning activities.

Schools are visual monuments within a
community and are symbolic of the
public’s respect for its children.

To learn more about the proposed bond
projects and February 6, 2007 school
district election, visit our Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us or call me at
(253) 841-8769.  I look forward to
talking with you.

Not long ago, the slide rule — a ruler-like
object with a center sliding piece that
could be used for a myriad of calculations
— was an essential piece of equipment
for our math and science students. In the
1970s, simple calculators replaced the
slide rule. Since that time, even more
sophisticated devices such as computers,
cell phones, and the Internet have moved
from being unique to being commonplace
in each of our lives. In contrast to many
other things, the new technology has
added more features, capabilities, and
sophistication for less money.

The equipment mentioned above is an
example of how quickly technology has

been changing over the last few decades.
In all scientific endeavors, from the
understanding of physical phenomena
such as black holes and quasars, to the
subatomic world of quarks (particles that
make up protons and neutrons), scientific
breakthroughs are occurring daily.  If the
students of today are equipped for the
changes ahead, it is our hope that they,
too, will make significant contributions.

Students in the Class of 2010 will be
starting their sophomore year in Septem-
ber 2007, and they will be the first class
required to pass the science portion of the
WASL in order to graduate. Our staff has
been working very hard to prepare our
students by using new curriculum and
adding class time in science, especially at
the junior high level. Student achieve-
ment in grades seven through nine is key
to preparing students for the high stake
tests they will face as sophomores. In
recognition of this, the Kalles and Aylen
junior high replacement buildings and the
new Glacier View Junior High will
include, as part of their construction,

state-of-the-art facilities for both class-
room instruction and laboratory experi-
ments.

Our February 2007 bond contains an
important science element that will
enable the district to rebuild or renovate
classroom and laboratory space at our
four remaining junior highs. This will
ensure equity for students throughout the
district.

Improved technology at all of our schools
is also important and is part of the
upcoming bond package. Our district is
committed to assuring that our students
and staff are equipped with adequate
computer capabilities, including both the
technology systems and the training
needed to use them.

Change is occurring at increasing speed
and complexity, and it is important that
our students are equipped to meet the
challenges ahead, enabling them to be
important contributors to our community
and to the world around us.

Science unit teaches
Hilltop students how
water affects land
Third and fourth graders in Traci Frank’s
class at Hilltop Elementary recently
learned through a hands-on demonstra-
tion how water affects land. Using sand,
gravel, humus, and clay, the class
created a landform (stream table).
Students then poured water in controlled
amounts and observed how the sand and
clay eroded away with the water and
exposed the gravel. The teacher followed
with a class discussion about erosion.

From left to right: Lydia Johnson,
Eli Herrick, and Haley Tippitt
learn about erosion.
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Science community
night set January 11
Parents and students throughout the
school district are invited to attend a
community night designed to help
students be successful in creating
science fair projects.

This free event is scheduled from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. January 11 in the Exposi-
tion Hall at the Puyallup Fairgrounds.

The evening will begin with a presenta-
tion by educators on how to take an
interest area and develop it into a testable
science question. Hands-on activities will
be available to further explore the testable
question. Science projects will be on
display to view and compare. Participants
can also learn what judges look for and
pointers on how to enhance science
project display boards.

Each year hundreds of students partici-
pate in the annual district science fair,
which coincides with the spring fair.

For more information, contact the
district’s Science Resource Center at
(253) 840-8970.

A college-level astronomy class offered
for the first time this year at Rogers and
Emerald Ridge high schools is tapping
into students’ general fascination with the
universe and, in particular, with the great
expanse of space.

The Astronomy 101 class filled up
quickly this fall at both schools with
students eager to learn about stars,
galaxies, black holes, sunspots, the
Hubble, and some of the great minds that
modern astronomy is built upon.

“You don’t have to be an astronomer to
be fascinated with the universe,” said
Cheryl Niemela, who
teaches astronomy and
chemistry at Rogers
High School. “A lot of
kids are interested in
astronomy.” Niemela
works part time as an
education ambassador
for the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration
(NASA).

In addition to lessons
from the textbook,
students are also
learning by doing
hands-on activities and
projects. They are required to participate
in star viewing at least once a semester;
make 30 observations of the moon on
different days or nights and record
findings in a lunar log; and help plan an
astronomy night, which will be open to
the community this spring.

Additionally, students must individually
research and assemble an exhibit to be
displayed at the community astronomy
night. The Tacoma Astronomical Society
and Boeing Employees Astronomical
Society will be invited to attend and bring
their telescopes and expertise for a night
sky viewing.

The curriculum also calls for students to
take a class field trip to a planetarium and
work in school with computer software
that simulates the night sky.

During a recent class lesson, Niemela
described a meteorite — a bit of the solar
system that has fallen to earth — and
passed one around the classroom to give

students a chance to observe its shape and
texture. Impact craters are formed by the
transfer of energy from a moving mass
(meteorite) to a stationary body (planet).

After inspecting the meteorite, students
went outside to do a simplified test of the
transfer of energy by dropping items of
similar dimensions but different masses
into aluminum pans filled with white
flour. The student astronomers sprinkled
a thin layer of cocoa on top so they could
see where the projectiles hit the surface,
then recorded, illustrated, and graphed
the size and depth of their impact craters.

Rogers High senior Nick
Lancaster described the
astronomy class as life
changing. Originally
Lancaster said he decided
to sign up for astronomy as
a substitute for chemistry.
Now, he said he is so
interested in what he has
learned that he is consider-
ing a career in the sciences.
“I love it,” he said.

Classmate Kendra George
chose the course as one of
her electives. She said she
has enjoyed learning about
stars and planets since she

was young. George’s grandfather, Al
George, owned the former Pettinger-
Guiley Observatory on South Hill.

At Emerald Ridge, more than double the
number of students who could take the
year-long course signed up, and teacher
Mimi Lampert is considering offering a
second section of the class next year. A
year of science is a course prerequisite.

“The study of the universe, and stars, and
planets – that interests me,” said Emerald
Ridge junior Brian Svoboda. “I am really
interested in the properties and formation
of galaxies.”

The course began this fall with an
overview of astronomy as a science.
Students have also been learning about
patterns in the sky, the celestial sphere,
ancient astronomy, universal motion,
matter and energy, light, telescopes, and
relativity and quantum mechanics. During
second semester they will study black
holes, Apollo missions, galaxies, the

Milky Way, stellar mass, types of stars,
planets of other solar systems, and
aspects of the sun including its structure,
gravitational equilibrium, sunspots,
aurora, and solar weather.

“The class gives students an opportunity
to learn science in a totally different
subject than we’ve traditionally been able
to offer,” said Lampert, who also teaches
physics and Algebra II at Emerald Ridge.

Puyallup School District students
enrolled in the class can pay a fee to earn
five college credits upon completion of

the course. Astronomy 101 is part of the
University of Washington’s college in the
high school program. The price is more
than 70 percent less than taking it on the
college campus.

The fact that students are choosing to take
the course as an elective and not just to
complete a science graduation requirement
is particularly satisfying to Niemela. She
finds students keenly interested in learning
more about astronomy in general.

“It’s the unknown,” she said. “It’s a
fascination with what’s out there.”

Interest in new high school astronomy class skyrockets

Rogers High School
Astronomy teacher Cheryl
Niemela shows the class a
meteorite.

Zeiger student attends historic groundbreaking
When 50 youths from across the nation
gathered in November for the ceremonial
groundbreaking of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. National Memorial in Washing-
ton D.C., Zeiger Elementary student Ian

Steen was right there.

The sixth grader
received a special
invitation to attend the
historic groundbreaking
on the National Mall.

Steen and the other 49
youths were randomly
selected from an

original pool of 3,500 entrants based on
their participation in the “Kids for the
King” national essay program.

Ian’s mother, Tanya Steen, said her son
received an extra credit assignment in class
last year to write a 75-word or less essay
about what Dr. King’s dream for a better
America meant to him. He completed his
essay and commented about how “cool” it
would be to win a trip to Washington, D.C.

Steen was recognized during the ceremony,
attended by President George W. Bush,
members of Dr. King’s family, and celebri-
ties and guests. After the ceremony, Steen
read his essay during an interview with

Charles Gibson of
ABC News.

Tanya Steen said
they found out
about their trip
when a package
arrived in the mail
in October. Several
weeks later, they
received an
itinerary for their
flights, hotel
accommodations,
compensation for
meals and travel,
and sweatshirts to
wear to the event.
Their hotel was
within walking
distance of many
of the landmarks
in the capital city.

The essay that Ian wrote about Dr. Martin
Luther King reads:

“Dr. Martin Luther King had a dream, a
dream that he shared with all that
would listen. As Americans we need to
stand strong. Dr. King’s vision for a
better America still holds true today. I
believe that people need to

understand each other and be open to
each individual’s differences. We do not
always agree on everything, but as
Americans we need to stand together and
keep strong. In the time of war and peace
we need to show the world that we
support each other and stand united
always. I believe that there is still
hope for a better America.”

Talk show host Oprah Winfrey was among guests
invited to speak at the Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Memorial groundbreaking ceremony in
Washington, D.C.

Ian Steen

photo courtesy of Tanya Steen

Rogers High School student Neisha McKenzie observes as classmate
Kendra George measures the size and depth of an impact crater.
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Track and field improvements proposed at Sparks Stadium
2007 School Bond

Questions and answers about the 2007 school bond
The following are some frequently asked questions
and answers about the school bond that will appear on
the February 6, 2007 special election ballot. Addi-
tional questions and answers will appear in the
January Connections and on the school district Web
site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. To submit additional
questions or comments about the bond, e-mail
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us or call (253) 841-8703.

Q: What is a school bond?
A: A bond pays for capital projects — mainly new

construction and remodeling of existing
buildings, but also technology and infrastructure
projects. The money from the last voter-approved
bond, passed in February 2004, funded the
construction of two elementary schools, a new
junior high school, school replacement and
remodel projects, and several new technology
systems.

Q: What does it cost?
A: The estimated combined tax collection rate for new

and existing bonds in the district would not
increase by more than 29 cents per thousand

dollars of assessed valuation. In other words, the
current rate of $2.40 would not increase to more than
$2.69 — an increase of 29 cents.

Q: How can I understand what that tax rate means
for me personally as a homeowner?

A: Take the price of the assessed valuation of the
property owned and divide by 1,000. Then multiply
that amount by 29 cents to determine what additional
amount a taxpayer would pay in annual property
taxes. For example, the owner of a home valued at
$200,000 would pay an additional $58 a year in
property taxes ($200,000 divided by $1,000 and
multiplied by $.29).

Q: How does the proposed tax rate compare to
previous bonds approved by voters?

A: This rate is lower than the 1991 bond issue that
funded the construction of Zeiger Elementary and
Stahl Junior High schools and the replacement of the
old Woodland Elementary School. It is also a lower
rate than the 1997 bond issue that was used to build
Emerald Ridge High and Edgemont Junior High
schools and to replace Stewart Elementary School.

Q: When is the special election for the bond?
A: The bond election will be held February 6, 2007.

Polling places will be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Q: Why does our school district need a bond
election now?

A: The money would be used to build new schools and
replace aging facilities and equipment — all in an
effort to keep pace with rapid enrollment growth in one
of the fastest growing school districts in Washington.
Puyallup is the ninth largest school district in the state.
The projects are outlined in a chart on page 5.

Q: What are the projects designated for this bond?
A: This bond package includes 19 facility and

technology projects, ranging from building a new
elementary school and two high school classroom
additions, to modernizing junior high science
classrooms, replacing three aging elementary
schools, and upgrading Sparks Stadium. For a
complete list of the projects, see the chart on page
five. A summary of each of the projects can be
found on the Puyallup School District Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Students compete last June in the annual Elementary Track Meet at
Sparks Stadium. The track has started to wear out with the lines and
numbers fading and with the surface lifting up in sheets and no longer
adhering to the asphalt surface beneath.

Emerald Ridge High School junior varsity
soccer player Emma Day moves the ball down
the field at Sparks Stadium.

photo courtesy of Nick Glass

Sparks Stadium is showing its age. The turf is wearing out,
track surfaces need to be replaced, and the public address
system is becoming more difficult for people to hear.

The stadium — which plays host to three of the
district’s high schools — is named as a project in the
bond package before voters on February 6, 2007. The
stadium was originally built in 1987 and faces many of
the same problems other aging structures face.

Rick Wells, director of athletics, health, and fitness, said
updates to the stadium are needed to keep it in good
working order for the many teams and schools that use
the facility.

The number one thing that needs attention at Sparks
Stadium, Wells said, is the field surface. The open-air
stadium has an Astroturf surface that was installed in
1997. When the field surface was installed, Wells said

and collects all injury
reports pertaining to what
goes on at the stadium.

“From a medical stand-
point, the old turf is simply
old technology,” Seagrave
said. “Injuries such as ‘turf
toe’ and abrasions of
exposed skin on the elbows
and knees lead to various
forms of infection. The
number one injury we treat
from the old surface is cuts
and scrapes (abrasions)
simply from contact with
the ground.”

Jill Jensen, a soccer player
from Emerald Ridge High
School, said the Stadium
turf definitely isn’t the most
forgiving surface. “It can
really hurt if you fall or
slide on the field.”

Seagrave said the old turf is
coarse and can act like
sandpaper on the skin
because it does not provide
any give with sliding. He
said the synthetic turf can “virtually eliminate” the
abrasions and is a much more forgiving surface.

While not all of the pros and cons of the new turf
technology are known, “from an injury standpoint, the
new synthetic surfaces are a significant upgrade,” he
said.

Puyallup High School boys soccer coach Matt White said
a new surface would be beneficial for his athletes. “As
far as soccer is concerned, the present surface is consid-
ered the worst possible playing surface,” he said.

In addition to the field, the time has come to upgrade the
track, Wells said. The track has started to wear out with
the lines and numbers fading and with the surface lifting
up in sheets and no longer adhering to the asphalt surface
beneath.

Other stadium projects include updating the sound
system, fixing the asphalt surface which has been
damaged by growing tree roots, and replacing the
scoreboard.

Reasons for the upgrades to the sound system can be
obvious to people sitting in the stands during a game,
Wells said. “They either can’t hear a word being said
over the loudspeakers, or the sound is too loud and not
clear at all.”

As for the scoreboard, Wells said often times, the

the district received a 10-year warranty, though the
company has since gone out of business. “We have been
doing our own repairs on it,” he said.

Wells said the turf surface is now considered out-of-date
as fields go. “The new surfaces that are out there are
better for preventing injuries and abrasions to our
players.”

Chris Seagrave, a physical therapist with Apple Physical
Therapy, has worked with athletes at Sparks Stadium

maintenance staff is out working on the scoreboard up
until moments before games to ensure that it is in
working order.

Keeping Sparks Stadium up-to-date and outfitted with
quality amenities benefits people throughout the com-
munity, Wells said.

With the three high schools that have interscholastic
sports sharing the field, that means there are 12 varsity
teams that regularly use the facility. Wells said the junior
high schools also use the stadium several times through-
out the year, as well as the high school junior varsity
teams.

Those are just the extracurricular activities from within
the district, Wells said. Puyallup High School uses the
field for its physical education classes, Pacific Lutheran
University uses the stadium for its football games, and a
number of summer youth football and soccer leagues use
the facility. Outside groups pay a fee to use the facility.

The school district’s annual elementary and special
spring track meets are also held at Sparks, and numerous
community members use it for walking. “We just get a
ton of use,” Wells said.

Wells said Sparks Stadium staff is dedicated to keeping
the facility in the best running condition as possible,
however as the facility ages, there are more and more
challenges to be overcome.
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Voters to consider
school bond on
February 6, 2007
On Tuesday, February 6, 2007 Puyallup
School District voters will be asked to
consider a school bond to address
continued facility and technology needs
districtwide.

The money will be used to build new
schools and replace aging facilities and
equipment in an effort to keep pace with
rapid enrollment growth. Puyallup is the
ninth largest school district in the state.

A Bond Advisory Committee recom-
mended the projects to the school board.

The estimated combined tax collection
rate for new and existing bonds would
not increase by more than 29 cents for
every $1,000 of assessed valuation. All
property owners — businesses, apart-
ments, condominiums, and single family
homes — would share the cost. Some
low-income senior citizens and people
with disabilities qualify for tax exemp-
tions, as do church and publicly-owned
properties.

To learn more about the bond, visit the
Puyallup School District Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us or contact
Karen Hansen, director of communica-
tions and executive services, at (253)
841-8703.

to teach, however several of his col-
leagues are spread around the school.
One teaches in the health room and
another uses an art classroom for science
lessons.

A safe, complete classroom that has
room for all students to participate needs
proper ventilation and disposal areas for
chemicals, an abundance of outlets, areas
for cleaning, and space, Begert said. “A
lot of it has to do with safety for students
and teachers,” she said, adding that a
properly outfitted science classroom will
allow students to get the most benefit
possible from their experiences.

Schwebke said the science curriculum
was created based on brain research that
shows how people learn. He said that
research shows that students learn best
when they are given experiences and
asked to reflect on them and how they fit
into the bigger picture of the world. “We
can’t just teach isolated concepts,” he
said.

In fact, many of the concepts students
learn help them later on in additional
units. The curriculum begins in seventh
grade with students learning about the
properties of matter. “They are looking
at matter and learning about properties
such as density and how to mathemati-
cally figure that out,” he said.

During the second half of the year,
seventh graders learn about catastrophic
events such as hurricanes, earthquakes,
and tsunamis.

In the eighth grade, students begin
learning about force and motion. The
district is also currently piloting a course
in astronomy. At the end of the year,
students study organisms. “They have
pond ecosystems and get to describe
what life they see in their pond,”
Schwebke said. Students are also
introduced to genetics in eighth grade.

Kevin Cummings, an eighth-grade
science teacher at Aylen Junior High, said
the curriculum offers students a great
chance to learn. “Our studies with
organisms allow the kids to see, touch,
smell, and listen to the cycle of life
multiple times with many forms of life.
We get to observe and record these subtle
and sometimes fascinating changes in a
controlled setting that gives purpose to
all the individual effort.”

All of these units are helping students get
a good science education, Begert said,

however, they all take classroom space.
Before the new curriculum was imple-
mented, many teachers would do demon-
strations at a teacher station where they
would show what they were talking
about. Now students are doing the units
along with the teacher.

Stahl Junior High School science
teacher Brian Gibson remembers when
he would show his students how
different chemicals react to heat. “Now,
we have them all do it and observe the
reactions,” he said.

Science classroom
upgrades
continued from page 1

Stahl Junior High students (front to back) Lauren Putnam, Macy
Johannsen, and Katelyn James work on a classroom experiment. The
2007 bond proposes upgrading science classrooms districtwide.

Tax exemptions for
senior citizens and
persons with
disabilities
Puyallup School District residents
who are 61 years of age or older and
whose household income is less than
$35,000 may qualify for an exemp-
tion from all or part of the 2007
school bond.

Regardless of age, persons who have a
disability that prevents them from
being employed may also qualify for
this exemption.

Information is available by contacting
the Senior Citizen and Disabled
Persons Exemption Department
Hotline at (253) 798-2169 or by
visiting the Pierce County Assessor-
Treasurer Web site at
www.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/abtus/ourorg/
at/seniorsites.htm.

Visit district Web
site for more school
bond information
The Puyallup School District Web
site contains additional information
about the 2007 school bond, includ-
ing a summary of each of the projects
proposed in the chart at the top of
this page.

On the Home page, click on the
Capital Projects icon. Also, look for
more information in the January issue
of  Connections. Additionally, a bond
information mailer will be sent to all
households in January.

Questions or comments about the
bond may be e-mailed to
election@puyallup.k12.wa.us. Or call
(253) 841-8703.

Puyallup School District
PROPOSED 2007 BOND PROJECTS

Year of
Project Description Completion

Sparks Stadium: replace turf, track, scoreboard, and sound system 2007

QUEST Highly Capable Program: upgrade housing 2007

Districtwide Emergency Storage Sheds and Safety Equipment 2008

Sunrise Elementary: replace carpet and roof 2008

Ferrucci Junior High: remodel office, commons, and entry spaces 2008

Junior High Science Classrooms: modernize or build new 2008

Districtwide Classroom Technology Systems and Equipment Phase I 2008-2012

Puyallup High School Phase II: build 200-student classroom addition 2009

Emerald Ridge High School: build 400-student classroom addition 2009

Wildwood Park Elementary: upgrade heating and ventilating system 2009

Hunt Elementary: upgrade fields, painting, and roof 2009

Districtwide Playground Equipment, Reader Boards, or Site Improvements 2009-2011

Districtwide Facility Accessibility (ADA): improvements for wheelchair and other access 2009-2012

Firgrove Elementary School: replace 2010

New Elementary School (Southwest Area): build new school 2010

Rogers Performing Arts Center: upgrade storage and related equipment 2010

Districtwide Life Cycle Projects: including earthquake improvements 2010-2012

Northwood Elementary School: replace 2011

Spinning Elementary School: replace 2012
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Gifts from the heart . . .

The first Tuesday of every month, Meeker
Elementary transforms into a sea of pink.

Pink shirts. Pink scarves. Pink shoes.
Pink pencils. Everyone is encouraged to
wear or display pink. And when they’re
not wearing pink, a message board in the
foyer reminds them on all other days of
the month to “Think Pink!”

The schoolwide display of color is just
one small way Meeker and the extended
community have been rallying behind
third-grader Tatiyania Harris.

Who just happens to love the color pink.

Tatiyania has been battling leukemia
since she was three years old and has
relapsed eight times since she was
diagnosed in November 2001. Her illness
kept her out of school much of September
and October this year, however she felt
well enough the week before Thanksgiv-

ing to return, eager to see her friends
again. “She couldn’t wait to get back,”
said her mother, Timika.
By this time, her daughter
was under hospice care.

The financial burden of
caring for a child with
cancer inspired neighbors
with children of their own
at Meeker to begin fund-
raising efforts for the
family. At a PTA board
meeting in July, PTA
Treasurer and Newsletter
Editor Carre Avary shared
how the mounting cost of
the extended illness was
taking a toll on the family.

The response since then has been
“overwhelming,” said Avary.

When a donation jar appeared on the

school office counter, money started
pouring in, including several donations

from students themselves.

Fifth grader Braylie Jeffers
gave the $120 she earned
this fall selling soda pop to
people who parked their
cars on her aunt’s property
during the Puyallup Fair.
The “Habitat Helpers,” a
group of five fifth graders
who raise money to help
animals, gave $100. Fifth
grader Jake Hodges, and
his sister Emma, a second
grader, emptied their piggy
banks containing their
weekly allowance money.

Jake also sold seven of his video games.
Combined, they gave more than $60.

“It makes me feel
like I’m doing
something right,”
said Jake. Emma
added, “We’re
giving all of our
money to a family
that really needs it.”

When Tatiyania
was in the hospital,
her classmates in
Lisette Meyer’s
third- and fourth-
grade classroom
sent cards with get well wishes tucked
inside. And when she couldn’t go to the
Puyallup Fair in September, the Puyallup
Fire Department and fair representatives
teamed to bring the fair to her.

Battalion Chief Dennis Corbett arranged
with the fair to have two of the farm
animal characters accompany Captain
Jeff Power and firefighter-paramedic Don
Hodges to visit Tatiyania at Mary Bridge
Children’s Hospital. They brought cotton
candy, stuffed animals, scones, and
coloring books, with extras for other
children on the same floor.

And the giving continued at school and in
the community.

Meeker held a dessert auction in September
and a community blood drive in October. The
school has also been selling shirts, printed at
cost by Sports Connection in Bonney Lake,
that say “Think Pink for Tatiyania.” The
company donated its time and labor the night
of the dessert auction to produce the shirts and
have since only charged the cost of making
them for the wave of orders that followed.
Any money over and above that has gone to
the Harris family.

Financial donations reached nearly
$7,000 before Thanksgiving. But there
were other gifts as well.

Numerous Meeker families and community
members brought food and toys to the

Harris’ home and
to Mary Bridge
during Tatiyania’s
treatment in
October. Others
came to rake leaves
in the yard, or
check the family
car to make sure it
was running
smoothly. Staff at
the school district’s
administrative
offices provided the
family with a
Thanksgiving meal.

Principal Anne Hoban said she is
“absolutely inspired by what the com-
munity has done, and I’m so proud of
our children and families coming
together.”

Tatiyania’s father, Jeffery, said there
aren’t enough words to describe their
thanks for everyone’s support. “They’ve
been a blessing,” he said.

For more information about the fund-
raising efforts or to make a donation,
contact Carre Avary at (253) 770-8961.

Third and fourth graders in Lisette Meyer’s class at Meeker Elementary
School were thrilled last month when classmate Tatiyania Harris (far
left next to teacher) felt well enough to return to school.

Tatiyania Harris (left) is all smiles
with classmate Charli Glidden.

Life is a little brighter these days for
Puyallup resident Brandi Hernandez and
the United States Air Force unit she has
served with since August in Baghdad, Iraq.

Second graders in
Jenai Ellison’s class
at Pope Elementary
School, which
includes Hernandez’s
son, Jalen, “adopted”
the service unit. The
class recently wrote
letters and made
colorful crayon
pictures to send to
the eight-member
team.

Hernandez said six
people on the team
have children at
home in Washing-
ton and California.
In addition to
Jalen, Hernandez
has a son, Austin
Carter, a sixth
grader in Jackie
Appia’s class at
Pope Elementary on the Emerald Ridge
High School campus. Carter’s class also
has sent e-mails and letters with
artwork to the unit.

“More than anything else, we miss our
children the most,” Hernandez said. “So,
being able to be adopted by their class
gave us a little piece of home — some-
thing we could look forward to.”

While deployed in
Iraq, Hernandez, a
technical sergeant, is a
member of the
Personnel Support of
Contingency Opera-
tions team. The team is
responsible for
accountability of all
Air Force personnel
assigned to its location.
She said the team
expects to be home
sometime next month.

Ellison asked her
students to write
letters to the team
using sentence
structure they had
practiced in class.
First they wrote a
rough draft, then
turned it in for editing,

then wrote a final draft and attached
colorful crayon drawings.

Students drew American flags waving in

the wind; red, white, and blue stars;
flowers blooming on sunny days; hearts;
themselves playing soccer or running;
family pictures; and favorite foods they
had mentioned in their letters.

Each letter included two questions, such as
“What is your favorite food?” and “What
is your favorite TV show?” Students then
listed their responses to the questions and
included a personal message at the end.

Nathan Romero told the unit “there was

a big storm” in Puyallup. Hernandez’s
son, Jalen, added “we had a loud
windstorm yesterday and there were lots
of puddles.” Ally Greenland wrote, “I
hope you stay safe.”

Jalen said he was sure his mom would be
surprised to see the pictures and letters
and would likely post them on the wall.

Kaylee Williams sent a big red heart on
her picture with the simple message,
“Thank you for fighting for our country.”

Pope Elementary second grader
Kym Jones includes stars and a
flag on her crayon drawing.

Meeker Elementary rallies behind student with leukemia

Pope Elementary students ‘adopt’ Air Force unit in Iraq

United States Air Force Technical Sgt. Brandi Hernandez (left) has
two sons at Pope Elementary School. photo courtesy of Brandi Hernandez

A school sign reminds
people to Think Pink.
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. . . are cause for thanks in community

The fence that runs along Jerry and Joan Lanphere’s property had seen better days.
After a decade of being exposed to the elements, the white paint had mostly chipped
off leaving dull gray, weather-beaten boards.

This is the same fence that Chase Fetters, Jim Antram, Tyler McBride, and Daniel
Baldridge passed by daily for years on foot and by school bus on their way to Mt.
View Elementary School.

As the boys grew older and eventually taller than the fence, they and their families
also grew closer to the homeowners, who live down the street from the elementary
school on North Hill. The couple kept up with the boys’ sports and activities, as well
as other important milestones in their lives.

It seemed only right, the boys said, that when they heard this past summer that Jerry
was ill, they would do what they could to help. They decided to give the 500-foot-long
fence a new coat of paint.

They waited until a day in August when they thought he was headed into surgery for a
pacemaker. With paint scrapers and brushes in hand, and buckets of white paint at their
feet, they began to scrape off the old paint and apply a new coat.

To their surprise, Jerry and his wife returned home soon after they started the project,
his surgery rescheduled until early October.

“We were so surprised,” recalled Joan. “We came around the corner and here were all
these kids out here painting. You don’t always hear about all the great things kids do.
It was just really wonderful for them to do this.”

When Jerry offered to help, the four boys, who are seventh graders this year at
Edgemont Junior High, told him to rest and assured him they had it under control.

“They wouldn’t let me do anything,” Jerry recalled recently as he stood admiring the
fence from his driveway. He said he has lived in the same house for 42 years and last
painted the fence about 10 years ago.

“It was in dire need of painting,” he said. “These kids did a really great job, and I think
it’s pretty neat that kids care enough about people to do things like that.”

The students worked up to six hours a day for several days prepping and painting the

fence. Some areas required several coats, said Chase. One of the boys’ fathers brought
them pizza, and several parents supplied paint.

Jerry was so impressed with the boys’ service that he went to Edgemont Junior High
this fall to tell the principal how much their help meant to him. Principal Krista Bates,
in turn, called all four boys to the office to congratulate them. She also e-mailed a note
to all of the school staff asking them to praise the students when they see them in class
or around school. “We really do have great kids!” she wrote.

On a recent afternoon, all four boys sat in the office to talk about painting the fence.
Each one seemed a bit uncomfortable with the attention they were getting for some-
thing that they all agreed seemed, well, not anything special. They talked about what
the service meant to them, using words like “helping an old friend,” and “being there
for someone when they needed it the most.”

Chase, who lives across the street from the Lanpheres, summed up many of the boys’
sentiments when he said, “Making someone happy, even with a little thing like
painting a fence, felt great.”

Edgemont students surprise
neighbor with newly painted fence

Edgewood residents Joan and Jerry Lanphere arrived home one day
to find the following four Edgemont Junior High School students
painting their fence: (from left) Jim Antram, Tyler McBride, Chase
Fetters, and Daniel Baldridge.

Karshner student donates juice stand profits to therapy unit
Once a week, Grady Thompson gets
therapy at Good Samaritan Hospital’s
Children’s Therapy Unit (CTU).

Born with extremely low muscle tone, yet
not having a diagnosis for his condition,
doctors recommended weekly therapy
beginning when he was three months old.

“They make me stronger,” said Grady, a
second grader at Karshner Elementary
School. The 7-year-old gets around
school with help from a wheelchair and
a walker.

To thank the therapy unit for its contin-
ued help, Grady decided to have a juice
stand over summer and donate half of the
sales, plus donations, to CTU.

“I thought it would be nice to donate so
they can buy some things for the other
kids to use in therapy,” he said.

Grady spent six months preparing for the
one-day sale — in essence turning the
stand into a small business venture. He
made fliers, posted signs in a neighbor-
hood park, printed business cards that he
designed on his home computer, printed
coupons worth 10 cents off any single
item, and took pre-orders from family and
friends. He also made a donation jar for
money given directly to CTU.

Sales were brisk for cups of juice and
boxes of fruit punch, but the four variet-
ies of homemade cookies made by his
mother and aunt — all 70 dozen of them
— were the big hit. Grady packaged the
cookies in plastic zipper bags for pre-
orders, attaching receipts and labeling
each order with the customer’s name.

To keep track of his sales, Grady used a
calculator that printed out receipts. He
also had a set of walkie-talkies — one
with him and the other inside the house
with his mother, Julie, in case he needed
to radio her for more supplies. His three
“employees” included his mother, his
aunt, Jill, and his aunt’s friend, Beth.

In all, Grady brought in $518.59 in both
juice stand sales and straight donations to
CTU. Of that, he put $116.25 into his
savings account and donated the rest —
$402.34 to CTU. He presented the money
to CTU in August after one of his weekly
therapy sessions.

“He wouldn’t be where he is today if it
wasn’t for CTU and his strong determina-
tion,” said his mother.

While fund-raisers are not new to CTU,
receiving a donation from someone as
young as Grady is rare.

“We don’t typically get children doing
fund-raisers for us,” said Marianne
Bastin, director of the Children’s
Therapy Unit. “He is incredibly sensitive
and aware of the kids’ needs around him.
He has a big heart.”

Grady’s donation will go toward
providing services to children whose
families don’t have insurance coverage,
she said.

This isn’t the first time Grady has given
back to CTU. He has also donated toys

for the unit, as well as some specially
fitted leg orthotics and torso braces that
he has outgrown. These items assist him
with stability. The used orthotics and
braces are sent to China with one of
Grady’s CTU therapists to show
therapists there what is used to help
children here.

While it is still months away, Grady is
already talking about his second annual
juice stand. He hopes to have a working
cash register and will once again
advertise with fliers and business cards.
He also plans to bring back his same
three employees.

And of course, lots of cookies.

Marianne Bastin, director of the Children’s Therapy Unit at Good
Samaritan Hospital, accepts a check in June from Karshner Elementary
School student Grady Thompson, also pictured in the photo below
taken this fall at Karshner.

photo courtesy of Julie Thompson
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As the opening of Carson and Edgerton elementary
schools draws near, progress continues on the structures
and the planning for the new buildings.

Construction is on pace and, as of last month, the
schools were about 40 percent complete, said project
manager Dewey Lybecker.

Roofs are on the buildings, internal work on the second
floors is under way, and the process of getting the
buildings wired for electricity has begun.

Both schools are on pace for substantial completion by
June 4, Lybecker said. The schools are set to open in
September 2007.

Watching the construction with
anticipation are many of the future
students who will attend the new
schools.

“I drive by it every day on the bus,”
said Brouillet Elementary student
Liban Mead, who will be a sixth
grader next year at Carson Elemen-
tary. “It is getting built so fast. We’re
going to be the first sixth-grade class
there ever. That is going to be pretty exciting.”

Also eagerly eyeing the buildings’ progress are Edgerton
Elementary Planning Principal Guy Kovacs and Carson
Elementary Planning Principal Arturo Gonzalez.

“The construction is moving along well,” Kovacs said.
“It is exciting to see.”

Another big step for both planning principals is getting

their school communities active with planning for the
school openings. Parent Teacher Associations are
beginning to meet and elect leaders, and students have
selected their school mascots and colors.

Carson Elementary will be the Coyotes, and its colors
will be maroon, gold, and gray. Edgerton Elementary
selected the Wolves as its mascot, and the colors will be
navy blue and gold.

Both the planning principals and the school planning
teams are also getting ready for the next school year by
preparing information for future staff members.  At
Edgerton, Kovacs said the planning team has made some
decisions regarding playground equipment and has
started forming staff guidelines.

“We have created a draft of what we hope to call ‘Edgerton
101.’ It will be an informative packet for staff members
interested in becoming part of the Edgerton team,” he said.

When the schools open in September, they will feature
24 classrooms plus several smaller resource rooms, 12
project areas, two multipurpose rooms built for music,
special education space, three kindergarten classrooms,
and one preschool room.

Both Carson and Edgerton will be two-story buildings
and will contain a library and technology lab. A new
feature for elementary schools in the Puyallup district is
a cafeteria area for students.

The schools are designed to encourage hands-on learning
by students and offer new chances for group learning and
for using technology in the classrooms, Gonzalez said.
The classrooms will include SMART Board technology
and several other technological advances.

Brittany Brouillette, a fifth-grader this year at Pope
Elementary on the Emerald Ridge High School campus,

said she is “really happy” that she
will be going to the new Edgerton
Elementary next year.

“I can’t wait because we get to be the
first ones to see how it is,” she said.
“We get to be the first ones to use the
new desks, the new computers, and
other new stuff.”

When the doors are open and the
rooms are filled with students
learning, it will be the culmination

of years of planning. With the knowledge that the
South Hill area was growing, school district personnel
began planning years ago for schools to be built to
relieve crowding.

Sites were identified in the Silver Creek development
and near the Sunrise development. A school bond
approved by voters in 2004 funded construction of the
two schools, the district facilities department began
planning the buildings, and  the school board decided
to open both schools — serving 750 students each —
in the same year.

Since then, school names have been selected and atten-
dance boundaries revised. The new boundaries are
effective in September 2007.

A map showing the approved elementary school atten-
dance boundaries can be viewed on the school district
Web site at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourdistrict/
departments/facilities/2004bond.cfm. Click on “New
South Hill Elementary Boundaries.”

Carson and Edgerton elementaries prepare for opening

Student drills and
library display
promote bus safety

(Photo on left): Construction workers make progress installing the roof at Carson Elementary School. (Photo on right): Edgerton Elementary
School takes shape with more than 40 percent of the school complete last month. Some landscaping on the site is under way. Both of the
new schools on South Hill are scheduled to  open in September 2007.

Liban Mead

Brittany
Brouillette

Each year in the fall, bus drivers
throughout the school district hold
emergency exit drills, combined
with general information, to teach
students about bus safety.

Among other things, students learn
the location of the first aid kit, how
to safely exit a bus, and what to do
in a variety of emergencies.

A display in one of the Puyallup
Public Library showcases in
November further reinforced these
bus safety tips for students and the
community. The display included
winning entries in the “Be Aware,
Cross With Care” poster contest.

(Photo on left): Karshner Elementary School fifth graders Myles Ricker (left) and Bryce Christensen help
first-grader Edgar Castillo-Meza from the bus during a safety drill in November. (Photo on right): A display
throughout November at the Puyallup Library featured bus safety tips and the winning entries in the “Be
Aware, Cross With Care” student poster contest.
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Puyallup students are invited to apply
for the fourth annual district-sponsored
trip to China during this year’s spring
break.

In addition, Puyallup families interested
in hosting students from China will
have that opportunity in mid-February.

Students interested in participating in
the trip abroad must submit an applica-
tion by January 15, 2007.

For the past three years, the Puyallup
School District has sponsored student
trips to China during spring break. This
year, the trip is tentatively scheduled
from March 29 through April 9. This
will be the second year that the primary
destination will be the southwestern
city of Chengdu in Sichuan Province.

Applications due
January 15, 2007 for
student trip to China

Students will be hosted by Chinese
families at the Puyallup School
District’s sister school, the Affiliated
High School at Sichuan University. The
school, also known as the #12 School,
serves grades seven through 12. In
addition, students will spend several
days sightseeing in Beijing, the site of
the 2008 Olympic Games.

“Puyallup teens who have been a part
of the past exchanges agree that travel
to China and living with Chinese
families changes the way they look at
the world,” said Linda Quinn, execu-
tive director of administrative services.

Ten students will be selected for this
year’s trip. Preference will be given to
students who were not part of the
district’s first three exchange trips.

Students must be at least 14 years old
by March 30, 2007 and able to obtain a
passport and visa by February 2007.
Additionally, students must attend
orientation meetings prior to the
departure date accompanied by a parent
or legal guardian. They must also show
proof of personal medical insurance or
purchase school-sponsored insurance.

Puyallup students will be accompanied
to China by Puyallup High School
Chinese teacher Jeff Crosland. The trip
will cost about $1,500, which will
cover transportation to and from China,
lodging, meals, and activities. Students
will be responsible for the cost of travel
within China and personal shopping
expenses.

Local students and their families can
participate in the annual exchange
program here at home. Students and
teachers from the sister school in China
will visit Puyallup in February. Host
families are needed to provide room
and board and/or sponsor activities that
allow them to get to know local
students, community, and culture.

For additional information and applica-
tion forms, contact Crosland at (253)
841-8711, or e-mail
jeffcrosland@gmail.com. Updated
information can be obtained at:
http://teacherweb.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
phs/jcrosland/index.php.

This past year, sixth graders in the
Puyallup School District started learning
with a new math curriculum. This year,
seventh and eighth graders are also using
the new curriculum, called Connected
Mathematics Project (CMP).

The major reason for the curriculum
change was to align more closely with the
state’s Grade Level Expectations (GLEs)
legislated by the state Office of Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction.

A report published by the state recently
pointed to CMP as the single most highly
aligned curriculum to the GLEs. The old
curriculum was not aligned to either state
or national standards.

In light of recent research on how
students learn and best teaching practices,
many students need to “experience”
mathematics and make meaningful
connections in order to understand the
mathematical relationships. The research
shows that simply asking students low-
level thinking skills such as regurgitating
math facts or formulas will not prepare
them for 21st-century problem solving.
The aim is to teach children to think
critically and analytically.

Connected Mathematics contains rich
mathematical problems embedding
content into “process strands” of the
Essential Academic Learning Require-
ments. The process strands include
problem solving, reasoning logically,
communicating, and making connections.

“Changing curricu-
lums is not about
high-stakes testing,
it is about helping
more students learn
and understand
math and moving
them beyond facts,”
said Lisa Rollins,
one of the school
district’s three
junior high and high
school math
instructional
coaches. “Not all
children learn in the
same way. It is a
challenge finding
curriculum that
meets every child’s
needs.”

CMP offers mathematical experiences
called “Investigations.” Stahl Junior High
math teacher Jennifer Fox said CMP “is
exactly what all of my students need in an

For more information about the mathematics curriculum in the Puyallup School
District, or for math study help, visit these links:

http://connectedmath.msu.edu/parents: A resource that has research, vocabulary
glossaries for each unit, example homework problems, and more.

www.phschool.com: Click on the Math tab, then click on Connected Mathematics
2. The site has many links for help and information.

www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/K12InstructionalMaterialsReview.aspx:
Information about the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction’s  Instruc-
tional Materials report.

www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/ourcommunity/parentresources/math-tips.cfm: Math
tips and resources for all ages.

math program. Students need time and
experiences to build understanding.”

A Connected Mathematics lesson is
structured as follows: Launch, Explore,
Summarize, and ACE — which stands for
“Applications, Connections, and Exten-
sions.”

The Launch grabs students’ attention and
engages them into a problem. During the

Explore section of the lesson, students get
to examine patterns and relationships, and
during the Summary students are led into
a discussion of their findings, which
sometimes includes articulating proce-
dural strategies for solving the problem.

ACE suggests some core problems for
homework practice that usually parallels
what students are asked to do in class.
Sometimes connections and extensions
may also be assigned to more advanced
students.

The Puyallup School District is dedicated
to maximizing student achievement and
supporting teachers with the implementa-
tion of the new curriculum. Andrew

Schwebke, director of
student learning for
math and science said,
“The district is offering
training and support to
math teachers to make
the curriculum a
success. We want our
teachers to get the
training they need so
they can successfully
lead their students in
this new program. Time
for planning and
collaboration among
teachers is a crucial
part of making the new
curriculum a success.”

In August, nearly four
dozen seventh- and eighth-grade teachers
participated in week-long training
sessions. The training and professional
development has not stopped there. Each
month teachers are given the opportunity
to collaborate with colleagues.

“Curriculum changes are hard and require
dedication and time to get the desired
results,” said Rollins. “It is a pleasure to
witness our teachers coming together to
collaborate as professionals, and I am
thrilled to be a part of the meetings.”

In addition to the collaboration meet-
ings, teachers will participate in
training release days three times this
school year to immerse themselves into
the curriculum.

“Teaching for understanding requires us,
as teachers, to ask those inquiring
questions and to help students deeply
learn and remember concepts for a
lifetime — not merely a quarter or
semester,” said Rollins.

“I am excited about this curriculum
because it does address ‘how children
learn.’ We want our students to experi-
ence math in a manner that will help
them retain the skills taught.  CMP does
this, whereas our previous curriculum
did not,” explains Dan Andersen, eighth-
grade math teacher at Ballou Junior
High School.

Online math help and information

New math curriculum adds up to success

Students in Dan Andersen’s eighth-grade math class at Ballou Junior
High School use the skills they are learning in a new math curriculum
on a test.

Eighth grader James Cox, of Ballou Junior High School, works on
math problems during class. This year, seventh and eighth graders
are learning math with a new curriculum called “Connected
Mathematics Project.”
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HIV/AIDS
curriculum preview
set for February 7
The Puyallup School District invites
parents and/or guardians of elementary
students to preview the district’s
approved Human Growth and Develop-
ment and HIV/AIDS curriculum for
students in grades four, five, and six.

The preview will be held from 6 to 8
p.m. Wednesday, February 7, 2007 in
the Puyallup High School commons,
105 Seventh St. S.W. in Puyallup.
Parents wishing to exclude their child
from the HIV/AIDS curriculum
required by the state must preview this
curriculum and sign an exclusion form.

Questions or concerns may be shared
during this parent information meeting,
with a child’s teacher, or by calling the
office of Rick Wells, director of
athletics, health, and fitness, at (253)
841-8785.

Meeker Elementary School is in need
of regular volunteers to assist students
in reading and math. The school’s
“Eagles Nest” reading program needs
volunteers to read with children on
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays
from 9 to 10 a.m. and 2 to 3 p.m.
Volunteers are also needed to help
students with math skills in the school’s
“Number Crunchers” program, held
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays
from 10 to 11 a.m. and 1 to 2 p.m.

For more information or to volunteer,
contact Barbara Schmitten or Gail
Miller at Meeker Elementary (253)
841-8738.

Meeker seeks
volunteer readers
and math helpers

QUEST testing dates
set for first graders
QUEST is a program for highly capable
elementary students in the Puyallup
School District.

First-grade students with a parent form
on file will be administered ability and
achievement tests at the QUEST
building in January. Parent and teacher
evaluations, student work samples, and
ability and achievement test scores are
considered by the Student Selection
Committee to determine which students
will benefit most from placement in the
program. Selected first-grade students
will begin attending pullout classes the
second semester of the year.

In the pullout program, selected
students spend one full day per school
week at the enrichment center located
behind Maplewood Elementary. The
goal of this program is to provide
challenges for students of high ability,
academic aptitude, or unique creative
thinking ability. Staff, parents, students,
and community members can make
student referrals to QUEST.  “Parent
Permission for Assessment” forms,
available at all elementary schools or
the QUEST office, must be completed
by the parent and submitted to QUEST
before the selection process can take
place.

For more information, contact the
QUEST office at (253) 841-8751 or
visit the school district QUEST Web
page at www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/
studentlearning/programs/quest.cfm.

retakes. Classes ranged from refresher
courses for students who barely missed
passing the WASL last spring, to more
intensive modules in all three subjects.

Students who signed up for intensive help
during the summer made the greatest
gains in performance. Including the latest
test scores, the school district is just shy
of having 90 percent of its tenth graders
meet standard in writing. An equally
impressive 88.9 percent of the students in
this year’s junior class now meet the
state’s reading standard.

Math remains the biggest challenge for the
class, both in this district and across the
state. Of the 317 students who tried for a
second time in August to pass the test, 30

percent succeeded. This percentage is
slightly higher than the statewide average,
which shows 27 percent of students who
retook the math passed the test.

“It’s encouraging that more students have
met standard, but there is still a lot of
work left to be done,” Silverman said.

In all, 58.6 percent of Puyallup School
District students have met standard in
math. Enrolling students in two math
courses each day is one way educators
are intensifying efforts this year to help
students be successful. Students are also
getting extra help before, during, and
after school.

Students who have taken the WASL twice
and met the requirements outlined in their
individual learning plans at the school
level may pursue one of three options to
meet the WASL graduation requirement.

Certificate of Academic Achievement
options are offered statewide for students
who have strong skills but have trouble
showing those skills on the WASL. The
options are designed to be “comparable in
rigor” to the WASL.
 
For more information about the options,
visit the OSPI Web site at
www.k12.wa.us/assessment/
CAAOptions. Additional information
about the options will also be featured in
the January issue of Connections. 
 
Registration for the next WASL retake in
spring 2007 is available between January
9 and February 9, 2007. The state student
identification number on the student’s
WASL score report is needed to register.
To register online, visit www.k12.wa.us/
waslregistration. Toll-free phone
registration is available at (866) 400-
WASL (9275).

WASL retake results
continued from page 1

Foundation work enhances students’ educations
Each year, more than $40,000 of scholar-
ship money is awarded to students by the
Puyallup Schools Foundation.

The foundation, a non-profit organization
established in 1989 and led by a volun-
teer board of directors, manages the
donated money according to donors’
wishes. Its mission is to “identify,
encourage, and direct a flow of resources
from the community to enhance educa-
tion for all students.”

In order to meet this mission, the founda-
tion board has established three central
goals: provide scholarship awards to
outstanding Puyallup School District
graduates; receive donations and adminis-
ter grants for programs and projects
which enhance student learning; and
provide a tax-deductible investment for
supporters of Puyallup School District
students.

“We seek to be good stewards of the
funds we oversee,” said finance commit-
tee chairman Dell Berg.

Six years ago, for example, the founda-
tion started investing in the stock market.
“Before that, we worked strictly with
certificates of deposit,” said foundation
treasurer Dick Dyhrman. “The rate of
return on the CDs was not good.”

After several years in the financial market
with a brokerage firm, the foundation
board began making its own investment
decisions. “Our primary goal is preserva-
tion of capital,” Berg said.

Since the foundation began making its
own investments, it has not experienced
any loss of capital, Berg said. “In fact,
over the past five years, we have,
including donations, doubled the assets
we manage while maintaining and
increasing scholarship levels.”

Both Berg and Dyhrman said by growing
the assets, the foundation can better serve
the students now and in the future. Each
year foundation members interview
scholarship applicants to identify the best
and most deserving students, Berg said.

While the rate of return from investments
has been good, the foundation still relies
on gifts and donations from community
members to grow its scholarship funding
and give aid to more students trying to
further their education.

“The support the community gives to us
is invaluable,” Dyhrman said. “We hope

they continue to support the foundation
and the students in the Puyallup School
District.”

Scholarships may be established and
donations made to the Puyallup Schools
Foundation, P.O. Box 55, Puyallup, WA
98371.

For more information about the Puyallup
Schools Foundation, contact President
Gary Larson at (253) 848-1503, Karen
Hansen, director of communications and
executive services, at (253) 841-8703, or
e-mail pfs@puyallup.k12.wa.us.

Puyallup Schools Foundation treasurer Dick Dyhrman reviews
quarterly financial reports with finance committee chairman Dell Berg.
The foundation is aiming to double its capital in the next five years.

Puyallup Schools
Foundation elects
2006-07 officers
The Puyallup Schools Foundation
Board of Directors recently elected the
following officers for the 2006-07
school year: (Photo from left): Charles
Larson, vice president; Dick Dyhrman,
treasurer; Mary Zeiger, secretary; and
Gary Larson, president.

Other foundation members are Dell
Berg, Pam Bott, Lani Campbell, Gary
Carlington, Roxy Larson, Dale
Mitchell, Ann Parrish, Sam Peach,
Carole Tingstad, Doug Whitton, Nancy
Wilson, and Jim Winegar. Ex-officio
members are Karen Hansen, Lesley
Bczuk, Joan Berry, and Heidi Morton.
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Technology club connects variety of interests
A new club at Emerald Ridge High School
is full of students who love technology.
Whether it be graphic design, aviation,
digital imaging, or programming and
computer repair, students in the SkillsUSA
club are getting chances to turn their
passions into real life experiences.

Advisors Lisa Loveland and Maija Thiel
started the club, which is just getting under
way. Loveland said the club is open to all
students with an interest in technology.

“We just want to give our students a
chance to meet up,” she said. “We want
to make sure every student has someplace
where they feel like they belong and are
welcome.”

The SkillsUSA club takes its mission
from the national SkillsUSA charter. The
national charter states:  “SkillsUSA is a
professional organization that is designed
to be run by students, for their own
growth and benefit. SkillsUSA members
develop into well-rounded people with
technical, academic and employability
skills that will help them get a job and
have a successful career.”

In the end, Loveland said she and Thiel
hope the club offers students a chance to
learn how to use technology in a mean-
ingful way. “We want to send them out of
here with self-confidence and valuable
workplace skills,” Loveland said.

The workplace skill-building exercises
started with the officer election process.
The national SkillsUSA guidelines
recommend using the election process as
a way to get every student involved and
practicing teamwork. “When everyone
participates, everyone learns.”

Sophomore Tom Johnson was elected

president of the newly formed club. “I am
excited to be in a group where people
share the same interests that I have,” he
said. “I think we’re going to have fun.”

While the advisors have been involved in
getting the inaugural year going, Loveland
said now that the elections have been held,
the officers will be taking over many of
the leadership duties.

So far, the club members hope to attend
the 2007 Technology Competition in
February. The competition is hosted at
Tacoma Community College and is
open to high school and college

students from around the Puget Sound.
It gives the students a chance to show
their talents in the technological field.
Club members also hope to have
professionals in technology-related
fields come and speak to the group
about their jobs.

Loveland said she also plans on teach-
ing the students about parliamentary
procedure, which has guidelines for
debates and meetings. However, she
hopes the student leaders will set much
of the tone for the rest of the year.
“Leadership is a huge component of
this club.”

After just a few weeks of training in a
graphic design class, Emerald Ridge
High School senior James Carlton put
his talents to use
for a class
assignment and
ended up creating
the winning logo
for the 2007
Technology
Competition.

Emerald Ridge
teacher Lisa
Loveland heard
about the invitation for students to
design the logo for the competition and
decided to make the project into an
assignment for students in her graphic
design class. “They did some amazing
things,” Loveland said. “James’ logo
was the design that was ultimately
chosen.”

Carlton’s logo features a world globe
with a computer cable wrapping around
it and the words “2007 Tech Competi-
tion.” He said he came up with the idea
after thinking that the world is con-
nected through technology.

Student wins
technology logo
contest

“I was surprised, but think that it’s very
cool that I won,” he said.

His logo was chosen from more than 80
entries from around the Puget Sound
and will be used on information for the
technology competition which occurs in
February. The competition is hosted at
Tacoma Community College and is open
to high school and college students from
around the Puget Sound.

“I was very excited for him when I
heard that he won,” Loveland said. “He
did an outstanding job with the project.”

Music students honored with requests to perform

Wildwood students
participate in “Walk
to School Day”
Wildwood Elementary School joined
schools from around the world on
October 4 to celebrate International
Walk to School Day.

The goal of International Walk to
School Day is to increase physical
activity and promote safety for young
pedestrians and cyclists.

Event organizers encouraged students
to walk or bike to school along with
parents, teachers, and community
leaders. Walkers and bicyclists had two
participation options — walk or bike
directly from their homes, or meet at
the Wildwood Park baseball field
parking lot before school to walk or
ride together.

More than 50 students, parents, school
staff, and community members met at
the park and walked the route together
carrying signs and banners. Principal
Glenn Malone joined the walkers and
encouraged the children to wave signs
that read “Walk to School” and “Safe
Kids Walk This Way.”

Emerald Ridge High School student Carlton Canary works on a flier
in graphic design class. Students in the new SkillsUSA club all have
an interest in technology.

James Carlton

Emerald Ridge High School choir students (from left)
Jocelyn McCurtain, Scott Mulligan, and Brittney
Stout practice singing together in preparation for
their upcoming performance in the National
Multicultural Honor Choir.

Music students throughout the school
district have been honored recently with
invitations to appear at state and national
conventions.

Choir students from Aylen Junior High
and Emerald Ridge High schools
recently learned they will have the
honor of singing at the American
Choral Directors Association’s national
convention this March
in Florida.

Madison Kirkpatrick,
an eighth grader at
Aylen Junior High,
auditioned and is one
of about 100 students
nationwide selected to
sing in the “National
Treble Choir” during
the convention.

Emerald Ridge students Jocelyn
McCurtain, Brittney Stout, and Scott
Mulligan will also appear at the national
convention. They auditioned and were
selected to participate in the National
Multicultural Honor Choir.

The Multicultural Honor Choir features
approximately 200 of the finest high
school and university level singers from
throughout the United States. They will
learn music on their own, then meet in
Miami in early February for three days
of intensive rehearsals, culminating with
a performance in the world-famous
Jackie Gleason Theatre.

To have three students selected from one
school is extremely rare and is “a
testament to the amazing talent and
support for the arts that have always been
the hallmark of the Puyallup community,”
said choir director Rob Dennis.

In other noteworthy music accomplish-
ments, the Emerald Ridge Symphonic
Percussion Ensemble, under the direction of
Doug Minkler and Robin Blumenthal, has
been selected to perform in February at the
50th Anniversary of the National Associa-
tion for Music Education All Northwest
Conference in Portland, Oregon.

Jessica Cherry, a ninth grader at Ferrucci
Junior High, will also attend and sing in
the All Northwest Mixed Choir.

A select number of band, choir, and
orchestra students from the district’s six
junior high schools also were recently
honored by being invited to participate in
the second annual Washington Music
Educators Association (WMEA) Junior
All-State West concert.

The Puyallup
students joined 400
other eighth-grade
musicians from
throughout the state
during the perfor-
mance at the
Washington Per-
forming Arts Center
in Olympia.

Students rehearsed
under the direction
of accomplished
Washington conduc-
tors and presented a
concert to conclude
the day’s activities.

The Junior All-State
West musicians were
selected based on
auditions. A list of
the names of the 22
students selected to

Madison
Kirkpatrick

attend this conference, as well as a
gallery of their photos, can be viewed on
the school district Web site at
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us. On the Home
page, click “More District News” and
scroll down to the headline about the All-
State concert students.

The Kalles Junior High Jazz Band, under
the direction of Gail Phillips, also
received recognition last month when it
won first place among junior high bands
at the Mill Creek Jazz Festival.

The following Kalles students also
received solo awards during that jazz
festival: Marc Lewis, guitar; Cameron
Kerl, trombone; and Adam Benton, alto
saxophone.
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Giftmakers marks 20 years of gift giving and leadership building
For 20 years, Puyallup Giftmakers has
been helping make the holiday season
brighter for families in need.

The program, which is run by students
with support from staff and community
members, provides toys, books, games,
and more for children in the Puyallup
School District.

The gifts, however, are just part of the
magic.

The program is also about teaching
students leadership skills and helping
them develop an appreciation for giving
back to the community, said Karen
Hansen, who was instrumental in found-
ing Giftmakers two decades ago. Hansen
is the school district’s director of commu-
nications and executive services.

“Often I talk with former
students who share that their
experience working as a
‘Giftmaker’ was one of the
highlights of their educa-
tional career,” Hansen said.

Over the years, the program
has served more than 12,000
children.

“They come on buses, they
walk, their cars break down
for lack of fuel, they carry shopping
bags for miles … these are the
Giftmakers recipients,” Hansen said. “In
their eyes, we see the gratitude they feel
as they shop for ‘free’ toys for their
children. They are what fuel the effort
each year.”

After a full year of organizing and fund-
raising, Puyallup Giftmakers culminates
in the operation of a two-day Giftmakers
“store” in early December. Parents are
invited to shop in rooms filled with
holiday gifts.

Families are sent invitations after being
identified through the district’s free and
reduced lunch program, and also by
counselor referrals.

Stocking the store is a task which
requires community-wide effort. Mon-
etary donations are received from
community members and organizations to
purchase new toys.

Other toys, games, books, and stocking
stuffers are collected through school and
community drives organized by students
and staff. Various employees, community
groups, and individuals throughout the
area also donate items.

This year, as she does every year, a
retired teacher donated a new 18” doll
and box of accompanying handmade
outfits and accessories for a child she will
never meet.

A senior citizen also recently came to the
district’s Education Service Center to

donate a bag of hand-sewn
bookmarks and small doll
clothes.

“A lot of people have contrib-
uted in a lot of ways,” said
Lela Eisenbacher, an Emerald
Ridge High School resource
teacher and a longtime
Giftmakers supporter.

Eisenbacher has volunteered
with Giftmakers for 19 years.
Each year, she takes the

money donated by individuals, busi-
nesses, and service organizations and
shops for the best bargains. Often, she
finds the best deals the day after Thanks-
giving. “It’s quite an experience to be out
there with the crowds filling up a cart,”
she said.

Another longtime Giftmakers volunteer,
Shirley Baker, has volunteered numerous
years as a shopper. The second-grade
teacher from Fruitland Elementary
School has also enjoyed collecting
stuffed animals, organizing toy drives,
and helping students in special education
classes refurbish bicycles. “I just believe
it is a good cause.”

Both Eisenbacher and Baker point to each

other and the scores of other volunteers as
the reason why Puyallup Giftmakers has
been such a success.

Throughout the past 20 years, there have
been numerous individuals, local govern-
ments, businesses, service clubs, and
community organizations that have
supported Puyallup Giftmakers —
financially and in other ways. “Without
their support, Puyallup Giftmakers could
not exist,” Hansen said.

South Hill Mall, for example, has been a
partner since the program’s inception. Pat
Block, marketing manager in 1987, was
an integral part of the Giftmakers com-
mittee. She was a critical link in the
development of the Giftmakers philoso-
phy and made sure students were given
appropriate instruction and recognition
for their work.

In the early years of the program, the
South Hill Mall also provided the space

to operate the Giftmakers store. Even
when the program outgrew the space,
Mall Property Manager David
Montevideo continued to offer his
support by ensuring that a large red
Puyallup Giftmakers box is featured
prominently  each year for shoppers to
donate toys. “For this, we are extremely
grateful,” Hansen said.

At the end of the year, both Eisenbacher
and Baker say the hard work has been
worth it to know that hundreds of
children are having a joy-filled holiday.
“It is just one of those kinds of programs
that I don’t ever want to see end,”
Eisenbacher said.

Since no school district funds can be used
for this program, financial contributions
are appreciated throughout the year.
Checks should be made out to the
Puyallup Schools Foundation, P.O. Box
55, Puyallup, WA 98371.

Long-time Puyallup Giftmakers volunteer shoppers (from left) Lela
Eisenbacher and Shirley Baker shop for new toys for the annual
holiday gift giving program.

In-District Student Transfer

In-district students who wish to attend a
school other than their attendance area
school for the 2007-2008 school year
need to submit their Intra-District
Transfer Application by January 10,
2007.

Transfer applications are available in the
main office at all schools or from the
receptionist at the district office. Elemen-
tary applications should be submitted to
the resident school principal.

Junior high and high school applications
should be submitted to Casey Cox,
executive director of secondary school
leadership, at 302 2nd St. S.E., Puyallup,
WA 98372.

In the past, some schools have reached
enrollment capacity and have been
unable to accept intra-district transfers.
This is again a possibility for the 2007-
2008 school year.

This is an annual process that must be
completed whether a student is already
on a transfer or not. For additional
information on secondary transfers,
contact Kathleen Heckman at (253) 841-
8771. For information on elementary
transfers, contact Karen Odell at (253)
841-8796.

Out-of-District Student Choice

Students who live out of the district and

are currently enrolled in the Puyallup
School District must complete a “Non-
Resident Enrollment Application.” A
release from the resident school district
is required and must accompany the
application form. Release from a
resident district and acceptance into a
non-resident district must be sought on
an annual basis.

Completed junior high and high school
forms are returned to Casey Cox,
executive director of secondary school
leadership. Completed elementary
forms are returned to Lynne Rosellini,
executive director of elementary school
leadership, at 302 2nd St. S.E.,
Puyallup, WA 98372 no later than 4
p.m. on March 1, 2007 for optimal
consideration.

Due to enrollments, many schools are
closed to out-of-district students.
Parents need to check before complet-
ing the application process.

For additional information on junior
high and high school transfers, contact
Heckman. For information on elemen-
tary transfers, contact Odell.

Athletic Eligibility for Transfer Students

Any student who requests a transfer to a
school other than his or her resident
school two or more times is ineligible to
participate in varsity athletics for one
calendar year from the date of first
attendance in the new school.

School transfer applications due January 10Student journalists win top award

Emerald Ridge High School’s student newsmagazine, JagWire, has won scholastic
journalism’s most prestigious award — the National Scholastic Press Association’s
Newspaper Pacemaker.

JagWire won the award at the annual Journalism Education Association/National
Scholastic Press Association fall national convention last month in Tennessee. It is
the first Newspaper Pacemaker award in the publication’s six-plus-year history.

In scholastic journalism circles, the Newspaper Pacemaker is generally considered as
the Pulitzer of high school journalism. The staff had to submit two pairs of consecu-
tive issues from different semesters during the 2005-06 school year. Additionally, the
JagWire placed seventh nationally at the convention in the newsmagazine Best of
Show competition and brought home awards in several individual competitions.

Emerald Ridge High School JagWire staff member Ashley Vincent
(left) and editorial board member Heather Gorman collaborate on a
page design for the upcoming issue of the newsmagazine.


